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1. SCOPE 

1.1. This procedure covers the quantitative determination of the asphalt binder content of asphalt 

mixtures by testing a sample with a nuclear gauge that utilizes neutron-thermalization techniques. 

1.2. The values expressed in SI units are to be regarded as the standard. The inch-pound equivalents of 

the SI units may be approximate. 

1.3. Nuclear gauge operations and maintenance are not covered in detail. See the manufacturer’s 

manual for details. 

1.4. This test method involves potentially hazardous materials, operations, and equipment. This 

method does not purport to address all of the safety concerns associated with its use. All operators 

will be trained in radiation safety prior to operating nuclear gauges. Some agencies require the 

use of personal monitoring devices such as a thermoluminescent dosimeter or film badge. 

2. REFERENCED DOCUMENTS 

2.1. AASHTO Standards: 

 M 231, Weighing Devices Used in the Testing of Materials 

 R 66, Sampling Asphalt Materials 

 R 76, Reducing Samples of Aggregate to Testing Size 

 R 90, Sampling Aggregate Products 

 R 97, Sampling Asphalt Mixtures 

 T 11, Materials Finer Than 75-μm (No. 200) Sieve in Mineral Aggregates by Washing 

 T 27, Sieve Analysis of Fine and Coarse Aggregates 

 T 110, Moisture or Volatile Distillates in Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) 
 T 255, Total Evaporable Moisture Content of Aggregate by Drying 

 T 329, Moisture Content of Asphalt Mixtures by Oven Method 
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3. SUMMARY OF METHOD 

3.1. This procedure can be used for rapid determination of the asphalt binder content of asphalt 

mixtures. It is suitable for quality control and acceptance testing for construction and for research 

and development applications. This procedure is useful in the determination of asphalt binder 

content only and does not provide for gradation analysis. 

3.2. This procedure determines the asphalt binder content of a test sample by comparing the measured 

asphalt binder content with previously established calibration data. The asphalt binder content is 

expressed as a percentage of the mass of the asphalt mixture. 

3.3. Accurate results are dependent on proper calibration of the nuclear gauge to the material being 

tested as covered in Annex A. This procedure is sensitive to the type and gradation of the 

aggregate, liquid anti-stripping additive or hydrated lime, and the percentage and source of the 

asphalt binder. 

3.4. This procedure measures the total amount of hydrogen in a sample including the hydrogen present 

in the form of water. Unless the test sample is totally free of water, the moisture content must be 

determined according to T 110 or T 329 and the percentage subtracted from the asphalt binder 

content measured by the nuclear gauge. Alternatively, prior to testing, the sample may be dried to 

a constant mass in accordance with T 329, thereby nullifying the need for a moisture correction. 

3.5. This procedure can be used with recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) incorporated into the asphalt 
mixture, provided that the RAP is of uniform gradation, asphalt binder content, and asphalt binder 

type. When RAP is used, the RAP should be mixed in the calibration samples in the same 

proportion that it will be used on the construction project. 

4. APPARATUS 

4.1. Nuclear asphalt binder content gauge system consisting of: 

4.1.1. Neutron Source—an encapsulated and sealed radioactive source; 

4.1.2. Thermal neutron detectors; 

4.1.3. Readout instrument—displaying, at a minimum, the percent of asphalt binder to the nearest 

0.1 percent; and 

4.1.4. Three or more stainless-steel sample pans—conforming to the gauge requirements. 

4.2. Mechanical mixer with a 10-kg (22-lb) capacity, capable of producing a completely mixed, well- 

coated, homogeneous asphalt mixture. 

4.3. Sample containers such as paint cans or unwaxed, nonabsorbent cardboard boxes that can be 

closed to prevent contamination of the sample and are capable of withstanding the heating of the 

asphalt mixture to the mixing temperature. 

4.4. Sample-quartering apparatus conforming to the requirements of R 76, Method B. 

4.5. General-purpose balance or scale conforming to M 231, 20-kg (44-lb) capacity, readable to 0.1 g. 

4.6. Drying Oven—capable of handling the required number of samples and sample sizes, of either of 

the following types: 
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