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FOREWORD

This document is written for use by transportation facility designers
throughout the United States. Attempts have been made to avoid
regional particularity, acknowledging the uniqueness and diversity of
wetlands from different regions. To this end we have included exam-
ples from around the country.

Scientific understanding has greatly increased the regulatory frame-
work for working within wetland areas. Impacts to regulated wetlands
must be mitigated by the full range of activities which avoid, minimize,
and compensate for these impacts. As with regional variation in wet-
land types, so too does the regulatory framework and practice vary by
region of the country. It is recommended that the users of this guide
become well acquainted with the regulations of their particular region.

It is the hope of the authors of this document and the AASHTO Task
Force for Environmental Design that this manual will assist in plan-
ning and decision making regarding the alternatives available when
impacts to wetland areas are being considered. It is also hoped that
the reader understands the logic for the emphasis placed upon avoid-
ance and minimization actions, reserving compensatory mitigation as
the least preferred strategy.

Photo Courtesy of North Carolina Department of Transportation
Intertidal Salt Marsh. Coastal North Carolina.
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