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PREFACE 
This Standard was prepared by the Joint Standards Australia/Standards New Zealand 
Committee BD-011, Interior Board Lining, to supersede AS/NZS 2589:2007, Gypsum 

linings—Application and finishing. 

This Standard incorporates Amendment No. 1 (November 2018). The changes required by 

the Amendment are indicated in the text by a marginal bar and amendment number against 

the clause, note, table, figure or part thereof affected. 

The objective of this Standard is to provide manufacturers, designers and users of gypsum 
linings with requirements for the application and finishing of such linings in residential and 
commercial construction applications. This Standard provides a reference for the building 
industry and specifiers, and a basic Standard for adoption in contracts. 

This edition incorporates the following major changes to the previous editions: 

(a) Inclusion of surface tolerances. 

(b) Cross-reference and alignment to AS/NZS 2311. 

Statements expressed in mandatory terms in notes to tables are deemed to be requirements 
of this Standard. 

The terms ‘normative’ and ‘informative’ have been used in this Standard to define the 
application of the appendix to which they apply. A ‘normative’ appendix is an integral part 
of a Standard, whereas an ‘informative’ appendix is only for information and guidance. 
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STANDARDS AUSTRALIA/STANDARDS NEW ZEALAND 
 

Australian/New Zealand Standard 
Gypsum linings—Application and finishing 

 

S E C T I O N  1    S C O P E  A N D  G E N E R A L  

1.1   SCOPE 
This Standard sets out the requirements for the application and finishing of gypsum linings 
and related design considerations. 

This Standard does not cover the following: 

(a) High density gypsum plasterboard linings greater than 800 kg/m3. 

(b) Fire-resisting systems. 

(c) Wet area gypsum lining systems. 

(d) Sound insulating systems. 

(e) Bracing systems. 

The wall and ceiling fastening systems are limited to wind category N4, as specified in 
AS 4055 or NZS 3604. 

NOTE: For specialty plasterboards with a density greater than 800 kg/m3 refer to manufacturer’s 
specifications. 

1.2   APPLICATION 
This Standard provides a choice of different levels of finish, which allows for flexibility of 
application. Unless otherwise specified, compliance with this Standard is achieved by a 
Level 4 finish for all gypsum linings except for those areas which are non-visible and 
generally non-habitable (i.e. non-walk-in cupboards, concealed storage areas and  
non-livable attics) where a Level 3 finish is acceptable. 

This Standard is suitable for use with gypsum plasterboard in accordance with 
AS/NZS 2588, fibre-reinforced gypsum linings in accordance with Clause 2.3 and gypsum 
cornices in accordance with Clause 2.4. 

1.3   NORMATIVE REFERENCES 
The following are the normative documents referenced in this Standard: 

NOTE: Documents referenced for guidance and informative purposes are listed in the 
Bibliography. 

AS 
1397 Continuous hot-dip metallic coated steel sheet and strip—Coatings of zinc and

zinc alloyed with aluminium and magnesium 

1684 Residential timber-framed construction 
1684.1 Part 1: Design criteria 
1684.2 Part 2: Non-cyclonic areas 
1684.3 Part 3: Cyclonic areas 
1684.4 Part 4: Simplified—Non-cyclonic areas 

A1 
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AS 
1720 Timber structures 
1720.1 Part 1: Design methods 
1720.2 Part 2: Timber properties 

2331 Methods of test for metallic and related coatings 
2331.3.1 Method 3.1: Neutral salt spray test (NSS test) 

2334 Steel nails—Metric series 

2753 Adhesives—Mastic—For bonding gypsum plaster linings to wood and metal
framing members 

3566 Self-drilling screws for the building and construction industries 

3623 Domestic metal framing 

3700 Masonry structures 

3730 Guide to the properties of paints for buildings (series) 

4055 Wind loads for housing 

4440 Installation of nailplated timber roof trusses 

AS/NZS 
1080 Timber—Methods of test 
1080.1 Method 1: Moisture content 

1170 Structural design actions 
1170.0 Part 0: General principles 
1170.1 Part 1: Permanent, imposed and other actions 

2311 Guide to the painting of buildings 

2588 Gypsum plasterboard 

2785 Suspended ceilings—Design and installation 

4600 Cold-formed steel structures 

NZS 
3602 Timber and wood-based products for use in building 

3603 Timber Structures Standard 

3604 Timber framed buildings 

4229 Concrete masonry buildings not requiring specific engineering design 

ASTM 
C475 Standard Specification for Joint Compound and Joint Tape for Finishing

Gypsum Board 

NCC National Construction Code 

NASH Standard 
 Residential and low-rise steel framing 
 Part 1: Design criteria 

NZBC New Zealand Building Code 
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