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STANDARDS

In April 1980, the Board of Direction approved ASCE Rules for Standards Committees to govern
the writing and maintenance of standards developed by the Society. All such standards are
developed by a consensus standards process managed by the Codes and Standards Activities
Committee. The consensus process includes balloting by the balanced standards committee,
which is composed of Society members and nonmembers, balloting by the membership of ASCE
as a whole, and balloting by the public. All standards are updated or reaffirmed by the same
process at intervals not exceeding 5 years.
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FOREWORD

The material presented in this publication has been prepared in accordance with recognized
engineering principles. This Standard and Commentary should not be used without first
securing competent advice with respect to their suitability for any given application. The
publication of the material contained herein is not intended as a representation or warranty on
the part of the American Society of Civil Engineers, or of any other person named herein, that
this information is suitable for any general or particular use or promises freedom from
infringement of any patent or patents. Anyone making use of this information assumes all
liability from such use.
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