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Foreword 
 
On October 26, 2005, eminent national and international participants engaged in lively 

presentations and discussions during a symposium and international roundtable at the 

American Society of Civil Engineers national convention in Los Angeles. We commend 

the editors of this monograph, Drs. Uddin and Ang, and their reviewers for benefiting a 

wider audience with some of these discussions. These papers address perennial issues on 

how civil engineers can learn from past disasters and work in the commons to prevent 

great suffering and loss. 

 

Craig Taylor, Chair 

Council on Disaster Risk Management 

American Society of Civil Engineers 
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