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STANDARDS

In 2006, the Board of Direction approved the revision to the
ASCE Rules for Standards Committees to govern the writing
and maintenance of standards developed by the Society. All such
standards are developed by a consensus standards process
managed by the Society’s Codes and Standards Committee
(CSC). The consensus process includes balloting by a balanced
standards committee made up of Society members and nonmem-
bers, balloting by the membership of the Society as a whole, and
balloting by the public. All standards are updated or reaffirmed
by the same process at intervals not exceeding five years.
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FOREWORD

The Board of Direction approved revisions to the ASCE Rules
for Standards Committees to govern the writing and maintenance
of standards developed by ASCE. All such standards are devel-
oped by a consensus standards process managed by the ASCE
Codes and Standards Committee (CSC). The consensus process
includes balloting by a balanced standards committee, and
reviewing during a public comment period. All standards are
updated or reaffirmed by the same process at intervals between
five and ten years. Requests for formal interpretations shall be
processed in accordance with Section 7 of ASCE Rules for
Standards Committees, which are available at www.asce.org.
Errata, addenda, supplements, and interpretations, if any, for this
standard can also be found at www.asce.org.

The form of this Standard Guideline reflects the goals of the
Water Regulatory Standards Committee (WRSC) of the Envi-
ronmental and Water Resources Institute (EWRI) of ASCE. The
provisions of this document are written in permissive language
and, as such, offer to the user a series of options or instructions
but do not prescribe a specific course of action. Significant judg-
ment is left to the user of this document.

Three model water sharing agreements are included in this
Standard Guideline in Appendixes A, B, and C. Although the
general format the appendixes follows The Chicago Manual of
Style, imbedded within these model agreements is the format
commonly used today in the drafting of proposed uniform state
laws. This format, developed under the auspices of the National
Conference of Commissioners of Uniform Laws, has been
accepted as the format for the ASCE Model Water Codes docu-
ments (ASCE 2004a; Dellapenna 2007a). The format of the
sections and subsections of each model agreement consists of
statutory language in boldface that a legislature could enact with
or without change. This statutory language is followed by a

Guideline for Development
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commentary section that describes the purpose and scope of the
statutory provisions. Cross-references to other provisions in the
specific agreement follow. The section or subsection is closed
by a paragraph listing other interstate and international water
sharing agreements that contain similar provisions.

Each section of each agreement is optional. Authorities may,
however, enact the bulk of the agreement yet delete or change
any particular section. Nonetheless, the WRSC made an effort
to create a complete, comprehensive, and well-integrated con-
tract between the parties capable of effectively managing shared
water. The WRSC has concluded that almost every section of
each agreement is necessary to achieve that goal. Some sections
apply, however, only to water sharing compacts within the
United States, others only to an international agreement. Others
are specifically denominated optional in any jurisdiction, which
indicates that the drafters consider that these sections might not
be necessary or appropriate to the needs of the specific situation.
A coherent and workable agreement would still result were all
of the optional sections omitted. This Standard Guideline refers
to current ASCE Policy Statements and to certain common refer-
ences. ASCE Policy Statements normally are updated every
three years and should be consulted for changes that may have
occurred (www.asce.org/pressroom/news/policy.cfm).

This standard has been prepared in accordance with recog-
nized engineering principles and should not be used without the
user’s competent knowledge for a given application. The publi-
cation of this standard by ASCE is not intended to warrant that
the information contained herein is suitable for any general or
specific use, and ASCE takes no position respecting the validity
of patent rights. The user is advised that the determination of
patent rights or risk of infringement is entirely his or her own
responsibility.
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