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Preface

The 14™ International Conference on Automated People Movers and Automated
Transit Systems was held at the Phoenix Marriott Mesa Hotel in Mesa, Arizona. The
theme of the conference was Half a Century of Automated Transit — Past, Present
and Future. Almost half a century ago the Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964
provided $375 million in matching funds for public transit in the United States and
this legislation has been seen as the beginning for APMs. In terms of an historical
perspective, it is noted that the 1966 Reuss-Tydings Amendments to the original1964
legislation required, among other things, that the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development “...undertake a project to study and prepare a program of research,
development, and demonstration of new systems of urban transportation that will
carry people and goods within the metropolitan area speedily, safely, without
polluting the air, and in a manner that will contribute to sound city planning.”

The Conference Proceedings include over 50 papers that looked back over the past
fifty years of APM development, examined the current state of APMs and ATS, and
explored what the future might hold. The papers covered a wide range of topics
including history, Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) applications, airport projects and
other major activity centers, system improvements, facility planning and design,
safety, security, standards, automated train control, and policy. All papers included in
the Proceedings have been peer reviewed and accepted for publication.

The Phoenix area provided an exciting setting for the conference as a technical tour
and several papers focused on the new PHX Sky Train™ APM at the Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport. The first phase of this APM had just opened for public
service, and the system included several significant fixed facility and operating
system components.

The first conference was held in Miami, Florida in 1985 and since that time
subsequent conferences have bought together planners, inventors, designers,
suppliers, builders, owners and operators of automated transit of all forms to share
their experiences, reveal innovations, and discuss what they have learned. Past
conferences have been held around the globe and have built an international collegial
community and the Proceedings have become an invaluable reference source. In
2011, automated transit systems were added to the automated people mover focus in
recognition of exciting applications on line haul metro systems, and the Phoenix
conference continued that addition.
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The editors acknowledge the significant efforts of the many authors and reviewers
who through their efforts have created these Proceedings in both time and place.

Bill Sproule
Bill Leder
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