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MANUALSANDREPORTSON
ENGINEERINGPRACTICE

(AsdevelopedbytheASCETechnicalProceduresCommittee,July1930,
andrevisedMarch1935,February1962,andApril1982.)

Amanualorreportinthisseriesconsistsofanorderlypresentationof
factsonaparticularsubject,supplementedbyananalysisoflimitations
andapplicationsof thesefacts. Itcontains informationuseful totheav-
erageengineer inhiseverydaywork,rather thanthefindingsthatmay
beusefulonlyoccasionallyorrarely.Itisnotinanysensea“standard,”
however;norisitsoelementaryorsoconclusiveastoprovidea“ruleof
thumb”fornonengineers.

Furthermore,materialinthisseries,indistinctionfromapaper(which
expressedonlyoneperson’sobservationsoropinions), is theworkofa
committeeorgroup selected to assembleandexpress informationona
specifictopic.Asoftenaspracticablethecommitteeisunderthedirection
ofoneormoreoftheTechnicalDivisionsandCouncils,andtheproduct
evolvedhasbeensubjectedtoreviewbytheExecutiveCommitteeofthe
DivisionorCouncil.Asastepintheprocessofthisreview,proposedman-
uscriptsareoftenbroughtbeforethemembersoftheTechnicalDivisions
andCouncils for comment,whichmay serve as the basis for improve-
ment.Whenpublished,eachworkshowsthenamesofthecommitteesby
whichitwascompiledandindicatesclearlytheseveralprocessesthrough
which ithaspassed in review, inorder that itsmeritmaybedefinitely
understood.

In February 1962 (and revised inApril 1982) the Board ofDirection
votedtoestablish:

A series entitled “Manuals andReports onEngineeringPractice,” to
include theManualspublishedandauthorized todate, futureManuals
of Professional Practice, andReports on Engineering Practice.All such
ManualorReportmaterialoftheSocietywouldhavebeenrefereedina
manner approvedby theBoardCommittee onPublications andwould
bebound,withapplicablediscussion,inbookssimilartopastManuals.
Numberingwouldbeconsecutiveandwouldbeacontinuationofpresent
Manualnumbers.Insomecasesofreportsofjointcommittees,bypassing
ofJournalpublicationsmaybeauthorized.
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