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Abstract: Water Resources: A New Era for Coordination is a book that relates the current
problems of water resources developments. Geared toward those professionals with
basic engineering knowledge, it covers topics in the field, such as the environment,
population and development, water supply, floods and flood control, navigation,
hydroelectric power, irrigation, multiple (comprehensive) purpose planning system,
water quality and pollution control, runoff control/storm water management and
standards, coordination under present institutions, and coordination through federal/
state planning. It stresses the need for coordination between current environmental
regulations and water resources planning, though it alsc covers much of the history of
water resources planning. This book precedes a national conference on this most
important issue that will take place in Chicago in June, 1998.
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Preface

The impetus to write this book came largely from my three years of
experience as consultant for the Corps of Engineers, attempting to find
a solution for the problems of the Chattahoochee, Apalachicola, and re-
lated rivers in the Southeast, and working on problems of drought man-
agement in other parts of the United States. It became apparent that
water resource planning activities today are basically different from what
they were in past years, when I worked on the Missouri River, the Co-
lumbia River, and the Arkansas River. All of these rivers had very diffi-
cult problems to solve, but the process of getting the municipalities,
states, and other agencies to agree to a solution seemed much simpler.
Planners could work on the problems directly and openly with reason-
able expectations of agreement. Today, various agencies and groups have
agendas of their own, and they hardly seem to speak the same language.
It is as though we were engaged in some great game, with no fixed
rules and no referee, with various groups each seeking its own advan-
tage. The main effort of planners has to be negotiation and public rela-
tions rather than getting on with the job of finding a solution to the prob-
lem. I came to feel that it is urgent that some better means of coordina-
tion be devised.

Gradually, after discussions, a group of prominent water resource plan-
ners came to agree with this viewpoint. The ASCE became interested,
and government agencies agreed to cosponsor a national conference
on the coordination between environmental regulations and water re-
sources planning to be held in June 1998 in Chicago. I will be heavily
involved in the conduct of this conference.

Meanwhile, the ASCE requested I write a book about the new era in
water resources planning and management. I wish to express deep ap-
preciation for the valuable assistance of friends and associates in pre-
paring this book. Neil Grigg of Colorado State University reviewed pre-
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liminary drafts of the entire text and gave helpful suggestions. Harold
Woods of New Jersey American Water Company gave valuable informa-
tion on the new processes of water treatment by ozonation. Thomas
Cawley, former president of Elizabethtown Water Company, helpfully
reviewed the chapter on water supply. Richard Palmer of the University
of Washington provided details on the modern use of computers in com-
plex interagency planning. Many others gave assistance by their influ-
ence through past associations and writings and by preparing materials
for the conference. Helaine Randerson did a superb job of manuscript
preparation and also drew the illustrations.

However, for any errors, undiplomatic bluntness, and the novel sugges-
tions about federal-state planning, I am wholly responsible.

William Whipple, Jr.
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