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Foreword

W
e who inhabit this earth are here because of the earth’s natural 

resources. Water is one of them, and we all know that without water, 

life and many of the goods and services we enjoy would not exist. But hav-

ing access to water in the right amounts and qualities to meet our needs is 

not always possible without the infrastructure we design and operate and 

the institutions we create to manage it. Managing the water nature gives us 

can be a challenge due to the way water is linked to our social structures, 

economies, ecological systems, and landscapes. It requires and involves 

individuals trained in multiple disciplines. Engineering is one of them. In 

this book, some of us who have devoted much of our professional careers, 

whether just beginning or nearly ending, to water resources planning and 

management, share some of our experiences addressing issues related to 

water. The scale of these issues range from local to international. 

We have written these essays in hopes that they will be of interest to 

and even entertain you. Our stories are written especially for those begin-

ning their professional training. There are lots of lessons and moments 

of enlightenment in these essays. They deal with a wide variety of water 

projects and experiences encountered by engineers, planners, econo-

mists, and social scientists. Some of our attempts to address them were 

successful, some were not. But all of them involved an adventure—dealing 

with people directly impacted by what we were doing. 

All of us in this profession have a number of stories that, if told, would be 

both inspirational and educational, as well as fun to hear or read. We who are 

involved in water resources systems planning and management are indeed 

fortunate to have each other as colleagues. We admit that much of what we 

know and do, and get invited to do, results from our association with each 

other. We who are in this “club” invite our young student readers to join. We 

need you to help us meet society’s needs for clean, reliable water supplies, 

deal with floods and droughts, and work toward reducing the uncertain-

ties and conflicts among people that characterize our work. Perhaps these 

vignettes will give you a hint about how managing water and addressing 

related issues can change peoples’ lives as well as their natural environments.
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