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The British Standards Institution retains ownership 

and copyright of this PAS. BSI Standards Limited as the 

publisher of this PAS reserves the right to withdraw 

or amend this PAS on receipt of authoritative advice 

that it is appropriate to do so. This PAS will be 

reviewed at intervals not exceeding two years, and any 

amendments arising from the review will be published 

as an amended PAS and publicized in Update Standards.

The PAS process enables a specification to be rapidly 

developed in order to fulfil an immediate need 

in industry. A PAS may be considered for further 

development as a British Standard, or constitute part 

of the UK input into the development of a European 

or International Standard.

This PAS is not to be regarded as a British Standard. 

It will be withdrawn upon publication of its content in, 

or as, a British Standard.

Hazard warnings

WARNING 1. This PAS calls for the use of procedures 

that can be injurious to health if adequate precautions 

are not taken. It refers only to technical suitability 

and does not absolve the user from legal obligations 

relating to health and safety at any stage.

 

WARNING 2. For all excavations, assume that 

underground utilities are present and act accordingly.

Attention is drawn to laws, rules and regulations 

applicable to vacuum excavating or hand digging 

near or atop dangerous utilities such as electric, gas, 

fuel or petroleum.

 

WARNING 3. This PAS refers to physical entry into 

confined spaces, which is not to be attempted without 

suitably trained operatives and safety equipment.

Attention is drawn to HSE’s publication, Confined 

space – A brief guide to working safely (INDG258) [1].
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