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FOREWORD

This Standard sets out the requirements for the design of timber
buildings and building elements. This edition is a soft conversion of
NZS 3603:1990, which was in the working stress design format, into
a limit states design format. The intention is to give the same design
solutionsfor mostcases, i.e. it is calibrated to existing practices, sothat
existing relativities are maintained. Eventually it is expected that
adjustments will be made on the basis of reliability analyses to achieve
consistent levels of performance between differing materials, load
types and building types.

In recent years in-grade testing has provided a means of establishing
characteristic stresses for building timbers and, where sufficient
information is available, stress levels have been set onthis basis rather
than as previously derived from the testing of small clear specimens.

Other significant changes in this edition include the introduction of a
section on fire resistance (from the Standards New Zealand MP 9
publication, with minor changes) and a section on plywood design
(supersedingNZS 3615, with major changes). The design stressesfor
glue laminated timber are now derived from sawn timber stresses,
using the same methods as in AS 1720.1.

REVIEW OF STANDARDS
Suggestions forimprovement of this Standard will be welcomed. They

should be sent to the Chief Executive, Standards New Zealand,
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6001.
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